SCHEDULE “B”

REQUEST FOR FUNDS TO ENSURE THAT POOR GIRLS FINISH HIGH SCHOOL IN YUNNAN PROVINCE, CHINA

Executive Summary

We can responsibly make a promise: we would like to search on your behalf to identify the poor girls living in Yunnan Province, and help them finish their high school education. No matter what your demands are, we will abide by your wishes. No matter how much your money is, we will accomplish your dreams to help someone in poverty finish her learning and change her fate by our industrious work. There is a crowd of ardent scholars in YRHRA. Their faith in common is to treat helping someone else as their happiness. The YRHRA is a registered NGO in China that is housed in Kunming Medical College (see attached introduction letter). Its projects are administered by an accountant office which has a sound organization in Yunnan Province. 

Background

Yunnan Province is situated in the southwest region of China, bordering Laos, Vietnam and Myanmar. It’s one of West China’s less-developed provinces with a large proportion of its people living in poverty, mostly in counties located in high mountains or deep valleys, where good cultivated land is rare. Since the farmers in these areas are poor, the local finance still depends on subsidies from national & provincial government. But the amount of government subsidy is too small to help everyone in need. Thus, access to basic education and health care is big challenge. At present, the limited government funding is reserved for children’s school fees in some ethnic minority areas. But many ethnic Chinese children and children in ethnic minority areas have had no opportunity to access this funding. For example, Huize County has mountainous terrain as well as a nasty weather, and the main crop there is potato and buckwheat. As a result, the farmers’ income is very low, and most of them are still living a hard life, and so the parents there can pay little for their children’s education. There are lots more rural areas in Yunnan province just like Huize County. Influenced by difficult economic conditions and the prefer-boy-than-girl traditional idea, it becomes a common in some areas that parents can’t and won’t let the girls continue their education. This phenomenon occurs at the time when children graduate from primary school to junior middle school as well as from junior middle school to senior middle school (technical secondary school/professional high school). In a survey about maternal health in Yunnan which was sponsored by Ford Foundation, researchers found that in Luliang County (about 150 km east of Kunming), 63.5% of the female population had lost their chance for further education when they were only 15 years old. What’s more, there are many women who haven’t gone to school at all. The need for financial assistance is greatest for those girls who want to go to secondary school but cannot because of economic hardship and parents’ traditional ideas. Secondary school expenses stage are higher than during primary school. Also, most of the primary schools are not far from the students’ home, so they can live at home, and their parents only need to spend money on textbooks (tuition is paid by the government). But during secondary school, students generally have to live at the school, so their parents have to pay for the extra money spend on boarding and lodging, as well as more expensive textbooks. These expenses are a heavy burden for a poor family, and thus children are sometimes forced to stop school at this stage. It is exactly these girls who should get sponsorship first. Though subsidizing girls at the university level also has great meaning, they must finish secondary school first! Also, according to Chinese custom, if a child of a farmer can go to university, it’s definitely a great happy event in his/her family, so even though the parents have great difficulty, they will try their best to support the child to continue his/her education at university. Further, as national financial policy restructures, the country will gradually put low-interest loans into practice in order to assist college students from poverty-stricken households to finish their studies at the university level. And since these students are already adults, they can choose this way which is beneficial for them to stand on their own feet. 

Proposed Plan of Assistance

China’s education system starts with six years at primary school, then three years at middle school, three years at senior middle school, and four years at university. The state stipulates that the compulsory education is compulsory for the first nine years, namely, up to senior middle school. The state also stipulates that the tuition during this period is exempted, but textbook charges and living expenditures are still a huge burden for many poor families.

In rural areas, pupils usually get their schooling as near as possible. Most of villages have their own primary school, but some villages have only up to grade 3 so that after grade 3, the pupils have to go elsewhere to continue their schooling- maybe a long distance from their home. Generally the middle school is located in the village and town areas, and the senior middle school is located in the county and city areas.

Generally speaking, the fees required for assisting one child for the twelve years from the primary school to the end of senior middle school are 13,833 yuan, plus some modest overhead costs; (1 CAD = 6.1 yuan, September 2003).

This cost is broken down as follows: 

1) six years charges in primary school: 3210 yuan

· textbook charges (textbooks used in the rural areas, non-coloured edition): 6years @ 85yuan/year = 510 yuan

· living expenditure: 6 months @ 45 yuan/month= 2700 yuan

2) three years in middle school: 4143 yuan

· textbook charges (textbooks used in the rural areas, non-coloured edition): 3 years @ 121 yuan/year = 363 yuan

· living expenditure: 3 years @ [10 months @ (1.2yuan+1.5yuan+1.5yuan)] = 3780 yuan

3) three years in senior middle school: 6480 yuan

· annual tuition: 3 years @ 600 yuan = 1800 yuan

· textbook charges (textbooks used in the rural areas, non-coloured edition): 3 years @ 300 yuan/year = 900 yuan

· living expenditure: 3 years @ [10 months @ (1.2yuan+1.5yuan+1.5yuan)] = 3780 yuan

4) fee for launching, supervising and monitoring this project: 

· we will draw up a detailed budget based on the nature and length of donor commitment (this would include: travel and communication charges, teacher’s per diems for food, reference material charges, miscellaneous administrative expenses)

Some Examples of Previous Projects

Some ardent teachers in YRHRA like to take advantage of their own spare-time to do something for the local people. They used funds donated by Professor Li Zheng, at UCLA, to search for and assist poor girls in LuLiang and ChengJiang Counties. Their meticulous and cordial services have been highly praised by both the LuLiang County Women’s Federation and Professor LiZheng. Observing the conditions for funding set out by Professor LiZheng, they comprehensively thought about the projects and established a plan. The process of implementing this plan was as follows:

After college entrance examinations, the teachers selected the aided targets by their achievements according to the ChengJiang and LuLiang County Education Commission. They invited the students’ teachers to describe the situation of the students’ families, then visited the students’ families and made a comparison to decide on who were in most need of financial assistance (see photos). 
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The aided targets signed contracts of the financial aid and community service, and collected their funding at the YRHRA office in Kunming Medical College (see photo of aided targets and some teachers in front of the office).
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Each semester, the aided targets reported their achievements and took part in community service trainings. During their vacation each summer, the aided targets returned to their hometowns and did community service. After vacation, the aided targets handed over the school report and the community service report.

Professor LiZheng arrived at the YRHRA and heard the reports from after first. She was very satisfied. Afterwards, she raised 3,000 USD for the YRHRA. For this project, she did not stipulate any special conditions except that the fund can only be used in LuLiang and ChengJiang Counties. After some discussion, the teachers decided that the biggest challenge for young girls in poor families is to finish senior middle school. Only girls who graduate from senior middle school have the chance to go to college and change their fate. So, with the support of LuLiang Women’s Federation and Education Commission, the teachers selected ten girls in LuLiang No.1 middle school who were excellent students but their families were in poverty. Professor LiZheng’s funds will cover their tuition each semester up to their graduation from senior middle school (see photo).
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In addition, the YRHRA successfully carried out projects to provide financial aid to poor girls and to provide tuition and nutritious meals for the students at schools in ShunBi Town, YangBi Yi nationality Autonomous County in Yunnan province, entrusted by Madam XuFengLan Cheng in Hong Kong. The Cheng’s wishes to do something for the motherland’s compatriots have become true. 

-----Written by the financial aid for poor girls’ project group at YRHRA, and polished a bit by their friend Alison Jenkins. September 2003.

